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Hello in There!
I happen to live where
there are a good number of
medical providers, services,
etc. Our town is not a huge
metropolitan area, but there
are two hospitals and more
than a few clinics, labs, doctors’ offices, etc. There are
also other health providers in
nearby communities.

October, 2018
Wait! If what we are being
told by so many today is true, to
whom would that phrase be
addressed?

because that website has an
actual “abortion clock.” The
number on that clock changes
faster than I can type.

According to many of our
day, I just used the wrong pronoun. Instead of asking “to
whom,” I should have typed “to
what.” According to some people what a woman is carrying in
her body is not a child. It is
merely an opportunity for her to
make a choice – a life and
death choice. That type of
thinking has led to some, in my
mind, gruesome statistics.

I will not go into a variety
of scriptural, ethical, and/or
moral reasons why I am opposed to abortion. Most of us
have often read or heard
those arguments. I merely
wanted to present something
for your consideration.

As one might expect in a
situation like this, the multiplicity of choices means,
among other things, some
competition among these
various services. That, in turn,
leads some of these places
and people to advertise in
order to make people aware
of what is offered.
Currently, one of the
imaging centers in our area is
advertising a service and
some equipment that will
provide an extremely
accurate image of a child in
his/her mother’s
womb. According to the radio
commercial, the image is so
clear that you’ll be tempted to
say, “Hello in there.”

We live in a very confusing time. It is now possible to
“see” a baby in the womb so
clearly that we might be
tempted to say, “Hello in
there.” It is also possible –
and deemed by many to be
perfectly acceptable – to say
to that same baby something
that is permanent and irreversible:
“Goodbye in there!”

I do not know when you will
read these words, but I am typing them at approximately 1:30
p.m. (CDT) on September 17,
2018. According to
www.numberofabortions.com,
there have already been approximately 1,435 abortions today in our nation. I have to use
the word “approximately”
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By the way – in the last
five minutes or so, there have
been five more abortions in
our nation.
So sad!
—Jim Faughn, A Legacy
of Faith, 9/24/18

How to Live a Truly
Fulfilling Life
They conquered lands. They
ruled nations. They accomplished
feats no other did. And yet, in the
end, every one of them was
disappointed. Consider the
following:
Alexander the Great conquered
Persia, but broke down and
wept because his troops
were too exhausted to push
on to India.
Hugo Grotius, the father of
modern international law,
said at the last, “I have
accomplished nothing
worthwhile in my life.”
John Quincy Adams, the sixth
President of the U.S. wrote
in his diary: “My life has
been spent in vain and idle
aspirations, and in ceaseless rejected prayers that
something would be the result of my existence beneficial to my species.”
Robert Louis Stevenson wrote
for his epitaph, “Here lies
one who meant well, who
tried a little, and failed
much.”
Cecil Rhodes opened up Africa
and established an empire.
His dying words were, “So
little done, so much to do.”
(McCullogh, Donald. “The Pitfalls
of Positive Thinking.” Christian
Times, September 6, 1985).
On a surface, physical level,
these men accomplished remarkable things in their lives. Despite
their achievements, they all had
at least one thing in common:
they felt their life’s accomplish-

ments were inadequate.
But why would they feel
this way? Surely they understood they were making history. Surely they understood
they were some of the most
prominent and powerful men
on the earth. So why would
they feel their accomplishments were so empty? If we
are allowed to venture a
guess, it is because the accomplishments were all
physical and temporary.
What they actually accomplished would not reach past
this life. Their influence
would stop with this life.
Nothing eternally beneficial
was actually done.

Published Monthly by
Calvert City church of Christ

So what should we do to
lead a truly fulfilling life? It’s
actually pretty simple. First, get
yourself to heaven by fearing
God and keeping His commandments (Ecclesiastes
12:13-14; John 14:15). Second, get as many of your family to heaven as you can (Luke
15:11-32). Third, get as many
others to heaven as you can
(Matthew 28:19-20).
If at the end we make it to
heaven, then we’ve lived a truly fulfilling life.
If at the end we have
helped our family make it to
heaven, then we’ve lived a truly fulfilling life.
If at the end we’ve helped
other people get to heaven,
then we’ve lived a truly fulfilling
life.

If we’re being honest, we
too struggle with similar
thoughts. Is what we are doing really making a difference? It’s humbling to think
that we are “but a vapor” in
the grand scheme of things
(James 4:14). No matter how
many great, noble, and glorious things we do in this life, if
all we do is succeed physically then we too will share in
those men’s disappointments. Even the great Solomon came to the same conclusion when he tested all
parts of life and found them
to be “vanity” (Ecclesiastes
1:1-2; 12:8).

Don’t lead a disappointing
life that focuses only on this
world. If we want to live a fulfilling life, then let’s focus on
eternally significant things.
—Brett Petrillo, BP’s Fuel
for Thought. 10/3/17
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